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Ponyboy and George both lose their best friends in different ways when one bad mishap 

happens during the book. In Of mice and Men  by John Steinbeck, George and Lennie are best 

friends and  Lennie has a mental disabilities so he can get into trouble when meaning no harm at 

all.  In The Outsiders  by S.E. Hinton, Ponyboy is young and still learning. He is pushed around 

by his big brother, runs away with Johnny, his best friend, and run into socs who they are not so 

friendly with. In both stories nothing goes well and all these problems happen. George and 

Ponyboy, as a result of mistakes they make,  each change their opinions about important 

relationships in their lives.  

Ponyboy is a young greaser and still learning so when he is making a path for his life, it 

takes a wrong turn. When he and Johnny, a close friend, ran into the Socs, they attacked them. 

Ponyboy was drowning and Johnny killed one. Police were on the search and meanwhile Pony 

and Johnny ran away. They both did not make such great decisions at this time. Where they were 

hiding , the church they were in started to burn and saved all the people in it. This was a kind 

choice to make after all the mistakes the make.  Johnny changed as all of the action when passed 

him. As everyone is still learning, people make better choices and this changes people's points of 

view and makes  us all better people. 

George and Lennie have quite an adventure together as they grow up as best friends. 

George too does not choose the best ideas available to him. As lennie grows with a mental 

disability, it makes life a challenge. When Lennie and George were at the first farm working, 



something Lennie did was not ok. Georges first choice was to run away, which anyone in that 

position, would do. When the same problem occurs at the second job, George could not do it 

again. George was tired of running and killed Lennie as he was telling him about the rabbits he 

always wanted. Even adults still learn how to make better choices for their life and family.  

These characters in the two novels learn what to do in situations like the ones they caused 

and their whole life changes. In all I feel that both characters changed their thoughts and changed 

themselves in the process of being closer with their best friend. Adults, girls, boys, and babies 

are always learning what to do about relationships, even today. People learn from their mistakes 

all day every day. Hopefully Ponyboy and George learn from experience, they will know what to 

do nextime for their friends, whether it affects them for the better or the worse. 

 


